On my experience during the Latin American Volcanological Observatories
Internship Program
It was an intense three weeks packed with new experiences, incredible people, field
trips, and geophysical campaigns at The University of the West Indies Seismic Research
Centre (UWI-SRC) located in Trinidad and Tobago. From day one, I had the opportunity to
witness firsthand the surface manifestations and impacts of the mud diapirism spread across
southern Trinidad. Although far from being related to magma, mud volcanoes hold a
comparable allure, rich in similar textures, structures, and processes operating at a smaller

scale that directly affect the lives of surrounding communities.

On several occasions, my colleagues at the UWI-SRC asked me what stood out to me
the most about Trinidad and Tobago. I always agreed that it was its vibrant colors, natural
wealth, cuisine, musical history, and the ethnic diversity of its people. At times, during long
days of fieldwork, I felt as if [ were in familiar Colombian territory: a landscape full of trees,
birds, music, and warm, smiling people sweltering under the ambient heat and humidity.
Even so, it is clear that the few kilometers of the Bocas del Dragon in the Gulf of Paria and
the Columbus Channel are enough to separate Trinidad and Tobago from the South American

mainland and create an incredible cultural contrast.

These differences led me to constantly reflect on how much the Caribbean, and the
rest of the continent can learn from each other to strengthen disaster risk management. Living
this experience confronted me with new realities and made me reflect on how our
communities' risk scenarios can change rapidly from one region to another. But that is Latin
America and the Caribbean: regions brimming with diversity and local contrasts that make

this part of the world a wonderful and, of course, complex place.

I carry a deep sense of gratitude for every single person at the UWI-SRC. In every
interaction, no matter how brief, I felt their warmth and genuine effort to make me feel
welcome. In my backpack, I brought home a thousand new lessons from the geophysical
measurement campaigns we conducted, as well as the volcanic hazard atlas of the Lesser
Antilles. I must confess that before this experience, the Antilles felt like a distant place to
me, but now I have endless reasons to want to return; furthermore, I learned that far more

unites us despite the geographical barriers that separate us. I extend my sincere gratitude to



ALVO and TAVCEI for making this Internship Program possible and The UWI-SRC for

agreeing to host an intern. It was, without a doubt, a high-impact experience for me and a

direct opportunity to forge new bonds of cooperation with our colleagues in the Caribbean.

Figure 1. Some photographs that summarize my experience in Trinidad and Tobago with The UWI-
SRC staff.



