
               
                 

PARTNERS

Disaster Risk Management in the Caribbean 
In collaboration with GNS Science, New Zealand's leading 
provider of earth science research, this project seeks to 
improve early warnings and stakeholder response during
times of volcanic unrest in the Eastern Caribbean. UWI-SRC
staff will also benefit from enhanced knowledge and skills
in volcanic monitoring techniques such as GPS, InSAR, 
Volcano-hydrothermal and Remote sensing.
Funding: Government of New Zealand 

Seismic Microzonation Studies in Trinidad & Tobago
Maps will be developed to show details of different levels of 
geotechnical hazards that may be triggered by earthquakes 
in areas of interest. Under this project seismic microzonation 
studies will be conducted in strategic areas within Trinidad 
and Tobago.
Funding: Government of Trinidad & Tobago

Management of the Montserrat Volcano Observatory  
From 2016-2021 the MVO will be managed by the UWI-SRC,
this continues a  management contract which began in 2008.
This provides significant opportunities for advancing geoscience 
research in the region and ensures that the UWI-SRC continues
to be involved in the longest volcanic eruption in the Caribbean. 
Funding: The Government of Montserrat

Community Disaster Risk Reduction Project 
This project seeks to establish safe, resilient, Volcano-Ready
communities in northern St. Vincent and the Grenadines with
enhanced disaster risk reduction capacities using a combination
of activities designed to enhance community early warning, 
adapative capacities, awareness and response capacities.
Funding: Caribbean Development Bank 
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Who are we
Established in 1953, the Seismic Research 
Centre (SRC) of The University of the West 
Indies (UWI) monitors earthquakes, 
volcanoes and tsunamis for the English-
speaking countries of the Eastern Caribbean 
and manages the Montserrat Volcano 
Observatory. The Centre is located at The 
UWI’s St. Augustine campus in Trinidad and 
is funded by nine contributing governments 
from the region.

Main Function
The SRC is the authoritative source for 
information on earthquake and volcanic 
activity in the English-speaking Eastern 
Caribbean. When an earthquake occurs the 
Centre provides island governments with 
information on the size and location of the 
earthquake. Scientists also study earthquake 
patterns in the region to better understand 
where future earthquakes might occur. 
Scientists at the Centre monitor and conduct 
research on 14 of the 19 ‘live’ volcanoes in 
the region.  By monitoring volcanoes they are 
able to detect and warn island governments 
of any unrest potentially leading to eruptions.  

Importance of this WorkContributing Countries

Consultancy
Consultancy services are offered  

in various aspects of Applied  
Seismology, Engineering Geophysics 

and Geology for local and international 
insurance companies as well as civil 

engineering establishments. 

Monitoring & Research
The SRC operates a monitoring network 

which consists of over 50 seismic  
stations, ground deformation networks 

 in all the  volcanic islands, and an  
expanding programme of geothermal 

monitoring throughout the Eastern  
Caribbean. Close links are maintained 

with similar monitoring agencies in the 
region. Additionally, the Centre is part  

of a regional effort to establish a  
tsunami warning system for the  
Caribbean and Adjacent Areas.

Education & Outreach
The Centre works closely with national  
disaster management agencies and the 

formal education system to increase public 
awareness of geo-hazards. Public education 

activities include community lectures, school  
visits, production of resource material, 

 and the use of web based tools.

VOLCANIC ERUPTIONS, EARTHQUAKES AND TSUNAMIS share the 
common feature that they do not occur very often but when they do happen 
the consequences may be devastating. The information obtained through 
monitoring and research conducted by SRC scientists helps to improve our 
understanding of the geologic hazards to which our islands may be vulnerable. 
Island governments are able to use this information in turn to mitigate the 
potential impact of these events through best practices in town planning, 
emergency management policies and public awareness programmes.
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